
Inspection of Toy Box Day Nursery
Daisy Road, Brighouse HD6 3SX

Inspection date: 29 July 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter happily and have secure emotional attachments to the caring staff. 
Staff kept in close contact with families during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) national
lockdown. This supported children's learning and emotional well-being. Staff shared
stories, activity ideas and further extensive information through the nursery's 
website and social networking site. Staff recognised that some children were 
anxious to return. They offered tailored settling-in arrangements and parents 
completed a new 'All about me' document for their child. Staff successfully focused 
on re-establishing the nursery routines and fostering children's sense of security. 
This helped children to settle back in quickly.

Children in the pre-school room show exceptional behaviour and friendships. They 
are kind and respectful. They eagerly partake in challenging and stimulating 
activities and are more than ready for school. Children aged two years focus well 
and use emerging language during role play. They create buns from dough and 
sing number songs, such as 'Five Currant Buns'. Children place the buns in the toy 
oven and exclaim how nice they smell. Babies babble and imitate staff's actions. 
Babies and children respond to staff's warm praise and encouragement. They 
thrive and develop confidence, independence and a have a go approach. Children 
are safe in the nursery. For example, staff closely supervise babies as they eat and 
pull themselves up on furniture.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff combine information from parents and their own observations to establish 
children's development on entry. They continually assess children's 
achievements. Staff progress children's learning very well in most respects, 
including children who receive additional funding. However, staff do not provide 
older toddlers with the highest levels of challenge and motivation during 
activities or when planning for the learning environments.

n Staff re-assessed children's development when they returned to nursery. They 
successfully targeted any gaps in children's development. The manager works 
tirelessly to provide children with excellent early intervention and support, 
including through outstanding partnerships with other professionals. 
Consequently, all children are included superbly and make the best possible 
progress.

n The curriculum in the pre-school room and staff's teaching are particularly 
motivating and engaging. Children are engrossed in activities and show great 
excitement and creativity. They interpret a story about a snail and a whale using
craft resources. Children mix mud and water to make a 'pie' in the exploratory 
kitchen.

n Staff extend activities and plan first-hand experiences to reinforce and build on 
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children's learning and memory. For example, following on from a favourite 
story, three- and four-year-old children capture the stages of the butterfly's life 
cycle through photographs. They excitedly go on a bug hunt and learn new facts
about insects through non-fiction books.

n Children aged under three years are, generally, developing good social skills, for 
instance during mealtimes and short group sessions. However, staff do not 
always encourage young children to give back a toy they have taken, or to pick 
up items they have thrown or dropped on the floor.

n Children competently demonstrate the physical skills that are essential for future
writing. Toddlers manoeuvre wheeled toys and two-year-old children make 
marks with paint using potato mashers. They run around with streamers that 
blow wildly in the wind and stack plastic crates, before using these as stepping 
stones. Children in the pre-school room competently roll hoops and skilfully 
catch water, running down plastic guttering, in a bucket. 

n Staff foster children's love of books wonderfully and children sing songs 
throughout the day. This supports their early language and reading skills. 
Children in the pre-school room vote for the story of the month and create 
storyboards. They use impressive vocabulary and memory when recalling 
stories.

n Children have extensive opportunities to celebrate difference. Children in the 
pre-school room select a country to celebrate 'breakfast around the world'. They 
learn key words and many other facts about each country and watch educational
videos to expand their knowledge.

n Children develop a strong understanding of healthy lifestyles. Staff use role play 
to reinforce messages about good hygiene. They provide water dispensers for 
children to freely access drinks. Children enjoy a nutritious diet, and harvest fruit
and vegetables.

n The dedicated and passionate manager and nursery owners consult with 
children, parents and staff to review practice. This results in, generally, well-
targeted nursery improvement plans and training opportunities for staff.

n Parent feedback is highly complimentary. Although parents are not yet entering 
the nursery, excellent partnerships continue. Staff additionally provide 
newsletters and continue to discuss children's progress through telephone 
consultations. Staff share special events through photographs and videos. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has rigorous recruitment and vetting procedures for staff. Staff have 
a strong knowledge of the possible indicators of abuse. They fully understand how 
to report any concerns, which helps to keep children protected. Staff attend regular
safeguarding refresher training. The manager checks their knowledge through 
regular questioning. There are rigorous procedures to minimise the risk of COVID-
19 as part of staff's good risk assessments. For example, staff implement rigorous 
hygiene routines. Domestic staff carry out deep cleaning throughout the day and 
visitors complete a COVID-19 declaration document. This helps children to stay 

Inspection report: Toy Box Day Nursery
29 July 2021 3



safe. There are effective security measures to prevent unauthorised access to the 
nursery.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the planning of activities and learning environments in the baby room, 
to provide greater challenge for the older toddlers and promote their 
engagement and focus on learning further

n support staff to enhance younger children's understanding of early behavioural 
expectations to develop children's social skills to the highest level. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550549

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10174494

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 8

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Brathay Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP550547

Telephone number 01484 717180

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Toy Box Day Nursery has been operating for a number of years, however, it re-
registered in 2017 due to new ownership. The nursery employs 11 members of 
staff, nine of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications; six are at level 3, 
two are at level 5 and one practitioner holds early years professional status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery offers wraparound care for children who attend 
Woodhouse Primary School. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9.10am and from 
2.45pm until 6pm. During the school holidays, sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the setting.

n The inspector held discussions with the nursery manager and carried out a 
learning walk with them. This helped the inspector to understand how the 
nursery manager organises the early years provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education indoors and outdoors and 
assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents, including via the telephone.
She also observed written feedback from parents through questionnaires and 
emails. 

n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the deputy
manager.

n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. She looked at various 
documents, including those related to the suitability and qualifications of staff. 
The manager showed further evidence of the curriculum via the nursery website 
and social networking site.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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